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VP for Student Life holds forum to promote safety 
In order to discuss possible 
measures to increase safety on 
College Ave., Vice President for 
Student Life Chris Card hosted a 
forum in the Esch Hurvis Room 
last Wednesday, after a drunk-
driving incident that resulted in 
the injury of a student pedestrian. 
There have been three accidents 
involving Lawrence pedestrians 
in this term alone. Many see the 
intersections around the school 
as dangerous, especially those on 
Lawe St., Drew St. and the one 
by Raymond House, behind the 
library.
Dean of Students Curt 
Lauderdale explained the circum-
stances of the incidents prior to 
the discussion. The first involved 
a student riding on her bike from 
the Chapel toward Main Hall on 
Lawrence’s special crosswalks. 
According to Lauderdale, the 
student rode through the north 
half of the crosswalk, but did not 
pause before riding through the 
south half. The second happened 
on the intersection of Lawe St. and 
College Ave., when two students 
crossing toward Plantz Hall were 
struck by a car making a left turn. 
As with the case involving the stu-
dent on the bike, the injuries were 
all minor. 
The third and by far the 
worst incident took place when 
a Lawrence student, also crossing 
at the Lawe-College intersection, 
was struck by a drunk driver. She 
was dragged for 150 feet before 
the driver finally got out to see 
if she was okay. When she asked 
him to call 911, he fled the scene. 
Luckily, another driver came to 
her aid, and an ambulance soon 
transported her to the hospital. 
The driver who struck the stu-
dent, Kimberly resident Justin 
Jorgensen, was arrested later that 
day. 
The frequency of recent inci-
dents on the busy street have led 
to major concerns for student 
safety. Many Lawrentians, espe-
cially those who spend most of 
their time in the Conservatory, 
are required to cross College Ave. 
multiple times a day to get to class 
and practice. One of the cases this 
term involved a DUI, but the other 
two did not. This would suggest 
that most pedestrian-related traf-
fic incidents on College are more 
related to human error or poten-
tial flaws in crosswalk design. 
“There are critical spots that 
need attention,” said Card, “and 
we want to find solutions. We 
have to remember that road safe-
ty is a shared responsibility.” He 
recounted observations of watch-
ing students take the Lawrence 
crosswalks in front of the Con 
without looking or absorbed in 
their cell phones. He also men-
tioned that he often sees students 
walking very slowly and casually 
across the street, instead of with 
purpose. 
One key issue that many of 
the attendants agreed on was low-
visibility. Whether it is due to the 
concentration of cars blocking 
some drivers’ view, the steepness 
of the hill at Raymond, or the 
level of darkness as the sun sets 
earlier and earlier in Wisconsin, 
these aspects can lead even good 
drivers in the area to make mis-
takes around pedestrians. Several 
design-based solutions were sug-
gested by the forum, such as more 
lighting at the conservatory cross-
walks and intersections, changing 
the blinking lights from yellow to 
red, more signage, and even more 
radical solutions such as building 
an overpass or tunnel. 
Assistant to the President and 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
Jake Woodford, who took notes at 
the meeting, has plans to discuss 
design and technical issues with 
the City of Appleton’s Department 
of Public Works and the Traffic 
Division. 
Captain Todd Freeman, an 
officer of the Appleton Police 
Department, provided the forum 
with some statistical information 
on accidents in the area. He said 
the riskiest time for accidents in 
Wisconsin is between 3 p.m. and 6 
p.m., when people are more eager 
to get home from work or school. 
He mentioned that the crosswalks 
at Drew and Lawe are particu-
larly long, creating a greater area 
of risk to pedestrians. Freeman 
suggested that these features be 
weaved into campus tours, which 
would help create a culture of cau-
tion and vigilance around College. 
In his view, this change in “cul-
ture” is the most important piece 
to prevent further accidents. 
Some expressed concern 
that the crosswalks in front of the 
conservatory create more danger 
than they’re worth. They won-
dered if the lights the signs give 
students a false sense of secu-
rity. In response, Freeman relayed 
some history about the system, 
which was implemented in 2012. 
In order to get the city of Appleton 
to approve new crosswalks on 
campus, Lawrence agreed to con-
duct a study about the effect they 
created in the environment. The 
study revealed that the crosswalks 
actually are working. Drivers pass 
through the stretch between 
Drew and Lawe at slower speeds, 
and there are far less instances 
of risky jaywalking by students. 
However, he warned that any time 
someone crosses a street, they are 
engaging in risky behavior.
Finally, Card suggested 
a campaign on campus to pro-
mote pedestrian safety and smart 
behavior while crossing busy 
streets. There was also effort to 
acknowledge that the other half 
of responsibility rests with the 
drivers, who are sometimes seen 
to be driving recklessly through 
College Ave. Freeman said that 
almost 70% of traffic accidents 
involving pedestrians featured 
impaired pedestrians or drivers. 
Forum attendants speculated that 
engaging with the responsibil-
ity of local drivers may require a 
separate campaign in the greater 
Appleton community. 
It was clear that the issue 
of safety on College Ave. and on 
streets around campus will be an 
ongoing discussion. “We’re listen-





Captain Todd Freeman of the Appleton Police Department spoke to forum attendees about car accidents in the Appleton area.
Photo by Marieke de Koker
To provide a safe and casual 
space for students to learn about 
Title IX and campus advocacy, an 
ice cream social was held by Title 
IX Coordinator Kim Jones and 
Campus Advocate Cathy Kaye at 
the Diversity Center on Monday, 
Nov. 6 at 4:30 p.m.
“Title IX and campus advo-
cacy can be difficult topics to 
talk about,” said Kaye, “I feel last 
night’s event allowed students to 
come to a safe, welcoming place, 
have some ice cream, ask ques-
tions about Title IX and campus 
advocacy if they had any, and meet 
Kim and I on a more personal 
level”.
As campus advocate, Kaye 
meets with faculty, staff, and stu-
dents who have been affected by 
sexual violence. “My main role is 
to believe and listen to the [vic-
tim/survivor/witness] without 
judgement,” stated Kaye. Then 
depending on what the person 
wants, Kaye helps them decide 
what action to take – whether that 
means reporting, safety planning 
or other available resources. 
While not having hosted an 
ice cream social before, Kaye has 
started meeting with RLAs to 
hold conversations about campus 
advocacy in the residence halls. 
“From those conversations I’ve 
learned some students were not 
aware of campus advocacy, Title 
IX and/or the resources available 
to students involved in sexual mis-
conduct on campus.”
Along with campus advocacy 
to help members of the Lawrence 




Freshman Angela Caraballo and sophomore Isabella Melendez enjoyed ice cream during the event in the Diversity Center.
Photo by Emma Gilshannon See page 2
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Zimbabwe
Martha O’Donovan, a 25 year 
old American citizen who was in 
Zimbabwe, has been jailed after 
tweeting about Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe. Mugabe 
is 93 and has served since 1980; 
he is now one of Africa’s longest-
serving presidents. In her tweet, 
O’Donovan described Mugabe as a 
“selfish and sick man.” O’Donovan 
was charged with plotting to over-
throw the government. If convict-
ed, she faces a 20 year sentence in 
Zimbabwe prison. This is the first 
charge of this kind since the gov-
ernment created a cybersecurity 
ministry. 
United Kingdom
Bob Quick, a former assis-
tant commissioner at the 
Metropolitan police, told 
the United Kingdom’s The 
Times,that “extreme” porno-
graphic material was found 
on Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s deputy Damian Green’s 
computer in 2008 during an 
inquiry into government leaks. 
This allegation comes just days 
after he was accused by jour-
nalist Kate Maltby of making 
sexual advances toward her 
during a meeting 2015. Several 
other lawmakers are calling for 
Green to be suspended while 
the investigation takes place. 
This string of sexual harass-
ment allegations against Green 
follows accusations of a simi-
lar nature against several other 
ministers that have taken place 
in the past few weeks. Prime 
Minister May intends on meet-
ing with party leaders later this 
week to discuss a plan for how 
stop sexual abuse and harass-
ment in Parliament.  
World   
Compiled by Stephanie Meyer
News
Yemen
On Sunday, Nov. 5, a suicide bomb-
er attacked security headquarters 
in Yemen. The attack killed at 
least seven and injured 12. Yemen 
security officials reported that the 
suicide bomber crashed a vehicle 
decked in bombs into the entrance 
gate of the building. ISIS claimed 
responsibility for the attack, as 
reported by their news agency, 
Amaq News. Yemen has been 
entangled in a civil conflict for 
years, and their government was 
overthrown by Iran supported 
Houthi rebels in 2015. As a result, 
the country serves as a breed-
ing ground for terrorist organiza-
tions. Yemen is where al Qaeda 
is centered. The United Nations 
reported earlier this year that 
Yemen is heading towards a “total 
social, economic, and institutional 
collapse” caused by “armed con-
flict, famine, and deadly disease 
that has already… affected mil-
lions.” 
Saudi Arabia
On Monday, Saudi Arabia’s new-
ly-created anti-corruption com-
mittee arrested at least 17 top 
officials and princes. Of those 
arrested was Prince Alwaleed bin 
Talal who owns 95% of Kingdom 
Holding, which has stakes in 
Twitter, Apple, Citigroup, and 
News Corp. His highly-publicized 
arrest negatively affected his and 
his company’s financial standing. 
Three ministers were ousted from 
their positions, and tens of ex-min-
isters were detained. According to 
a royal decree, everyone arrested 
put “their personal interest above 
public interest,” and some stole 
public funds, which has “hin-
dered development efforts in the 
Kingdom.” The anti-corruption 
committee is led by Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, who 
works with King Salman and is 
currently reforming Saudi Arabia 
into becoming more moderate.
Mediterranean
On Sunday, Nov. 5, 26 deceased 
teenage girls were recovered 
from the Mediterranean Sea. 
They are believed to have been 
from Niger and Nigeria and 
to have departed from Libya 
with goals of reaching Europe 
to find refuge. Their bodies 
were found close to a battered, 
unsound rubber dinghy. When 
aid workers got to the scene, 
survivors were clinging to the 
remains of the dinghy as the 
girls’ bodies drifted nearby. 
This rescue mission was one 
of the four separate missions 
that were carried out in the 
Mediterranean Sea that week. 
As a result, 400 people were 
saved, including 90 women, 52 
minors and a week-old baby. 
They were later brought to the 
Italian town of Salerno. Since 
the beginning of this year, 2,839 
migrants have died making the 
treacherous journey from Libya 
to Europe. 150,982 migrants 
have made it to Europe, 74% of 
whom arrived in Italy. 
HDI hosts discussion of gender in language
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, Nov. 11
Cultural Food Day, 5 p.m., Diversity Center
Homecoming: RiseUp Benefit 8 p.m.-12 a.m., The Draw
Sunday, Nov. 12
Fellowship Brunch, 11:45 a.m., 
Andrew Commons Schumann Room
LU Taijitsu, 5:30 p.m., Wellness Center 211
Lawrence Brass Concert, 6:30 p.m., 
Lawrence Memorial Chapel
Monday, Nov. 13
Volleyball/Pickleball, 12 p.m., Wellness Center Gym
Main Hall Forum: The Legacy of  the Russian Revolution, 
4:30 p.m., Main Hall 201
Lawrence Jazz Jam, 9:30 p.m., Mead Witter Room
Wednesday, Nov. 15
WELLU Pet Therapy, 7 p.m., Pusey Room
Taize Worship Service, 7:30 p.m., Sabin House
Guest Recital: Mike Block, cello, 9:30 p.m., Harper Hall
BIG PICTURE small space
On Tuesday, Nov. 7 in the Mead Witter room in the Warch Campus Center the Committee on Diversity Affairs (CODA) held their last CODA 
Conversation of the year. The topic of the two-hour dialogue was “Gender, Romance and Sexual Minorities.” 
The newly created 
Humanities Diversity Initiative 
(HDI) hosted their first event on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1. The event, “Qui 
Suis-Je? A Discussion of Gender in 
Language,” was an effort to spark 
conversation about grammatical 
gender in languages other than 
English and what changes can be 
made to make them more gender-
inclusive. 
The club has been meeting 
since third week, but was offi-
cially created on Monday, Oct. 
31. Its board consists of fifth 
year Deep Tripurana, freshman 
Jack McGee, sophomore Miriam 
Thew-Forrester, sophomore Emily 
Beale and freshman Spencer 
Washington. The HDI, according 
to the board members, “is aimed 
to bring conversations surround-
ing the humanities and diversity 
within Lawrence so we achieve 
a decolonized education in the 
process.” Beale commented that 
the club hopes to be able to “initi-
ate conversations between faculty 
and students, bring more diver-
sity, and create a less Euro-centric 
culture on campus.” 
The event Wednesday night 
discussed the difficulty of express-
ing gender identity in languag-
es other than English. “Men are 
not always obviously male,” said 
Assistant Professor of German 
Alison Guenther-Pal who was in 
attendance. There is rarely a gen-
der-neutral grammatical gender 
in language as there is in English.  
Grammatical gender is when 
nouns are classified as feminine 
or masculine and form agree-
ments with other aspects of 
the language such as adjectives, 
adverbs, pronouns or verbs. The 
problem arises when there is no 
gender-neutral term to use when 
referring to or describing non-
binary individuals. For example, 
in English we often use “they” 
to refer to non-binary persons, 
but there are rarely equivalents in 
other languages. 
In the presentation given, the 
HDI board members discussed 
the various ways in which lan-
guages are attempting to become 
more gender-inclusive in both the 
United States and worldwide. For 
example, there is an ever-widen-
ing use of the word “Latinx” in 
Spanish as a gender-neutral form 
of the word “Latina” or “Latino.” 
The problem that this word adap-
tation is facing, though, is that 
while it is becoming increasingly 
used in the US, it has not gained 
much ground in Spanish speaking 
countries like Mexico. 
After their presentation on 
the importance of gender inclu-
sivity in language, the attendees 
were split into groups and the 
board members facilitated con-
versation around the information 
given. Several questions that were 
considered were “How do you 
think language reinforces gen-
der?,” “How do you wish gender 
was addressed in the classroom?” 
and “What are the difficulties 
posed by grammatical gender?” 
A number of answers and 
solutions to the problem of gen-
der inclusivity were proposed 
including a suggestion to give 
a “Pronouns 101” at the begin-
ning of new language classes in 
order to consider the solutions 
to grammatical gender issues in 
the classroom and give students 
options for how they wish to be 
addressed.
The HDI has student meet-
ings weekly on Mondays and 
biweekly student/faculty meet-
ings on Wednesday afternoons at 
4:30 p.m. The club is currently 
planning a listening session for 
Winter Term as their next event. 
Dannielle Konz
Staff Writer
_____________________________________community, Title IX Coordinator 
Kim Jones also works with those 
affected by violence, whether it be 
sexual violence or gender-based 
violence and discrimination. Jones 
specifically works with people 
involved in the process of filing 
a complaint to make sure that 
the process is equitable, fair and 
timely. 
Title IX was introduced as a 
part of Education Amendments 
of 1972 and is a comprehensive 
federal law which prevents feder-
ally funded educational activities 
and programs from discriminat-
ing on basis of sex. Every edu-
cational institution is required 
to have a Title IX Coordinator as 
a part of regulations set by the 
Department of Education’s Office 
of Civil Rights (OCR). This coordi-
nator is required to try to create 
a safe environment for students 
which is free from sexual harass-
ment or assault. 
Employees with any super-
visory power, such as RLAs, fac-
ulty, administrators and coach-
es, are required by Title IX to 
report any sexual misconduct to 
the Title IX Coordinator. Besides 
resources provided by Title IX, the 
Sexual Harassment and Assault 
Resources & Education (SHARE) 
committee also provides people 
who can provide confidential 
resources. The faculty members 
who are confidential resources 
are Associate Professor of Art Ben 
Rinehart and Associate Professor 
of Mathematics Scott Corry. The 
staff who are confidential resourc-
es are Director of Wellness and 
Recreation Erin Buenzli, Assistant 
to the Dean of the Conservatory 
Rosie Cannizzo and Associate 
Dean of Students for Campus Life 
Amy Uecke.
To get involved with pre-
venting sexual assault, there are 
several clubs on campus which 
focus on educating about sexual 
violence and how it can be pre-
vented. Student Alliance Against 
Sexual Harassment and Assault 
(SAASHA) provides bystander 
intervention training, which also 
discusses topics such as rape cul-
ture and consent. Men Against 
Rape and Sexual Assault (MARS) 
focuses on toxic masculinity and 
how to create a safer campus 
culture. LU Sexual Health (LUSH) 
educates on how to have healthy 
sex and volunteers at Planned 
Parenthood.
Title IX
continued from page 1
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“Never Underestimate a Good 
Night’s Rest”
Lawrentian Gothic
Finals week is coming up, and 
you have approximately 30 hours 
of work to do. It’s been about five 
days since you’ve gotten a good 
night’s rest, and you are convinced 
you are vibrating. You should 
probably get some sleep, but you 
know better. You can stick it out 
until winter break, otherwise 
known as “Coma Season.” Once 
finals are over, you can sleep until 
winter term. 
Instead of going to bed like a 
responsible student, you stay up 
to work on a ten-page paper. You 
open up your laptop, but it won’t 
turn on. You give up within sec-
onds and head to a computer lab. 
In the computer lab, you sit down 
at a computer. To your surprise, 
you’ve already logged in. How 
does the computer know that you 
need to work? You have definitely 
never signed into this computer 
before. You shrug off the strange 
anomaly. This is nothing new. You 
should expect this by now. 
You complete your paper by 
alternating between sips of en-
ergy drinks and writing sentenc-
es. Finally, it’s time to print your 
half-hearted paper. You go to the 
printer login and try to click on 
your name. The login screen pops 
up for half a second before disap-
pearing. You try again and again, 
but it will not open long enough 
for you to put in your password. 
You let out a groan. Of course the 
printer is teasing you. That’s just 
the kind of thing that happens 
right before finals.  
You scribble out your paper 
in the last writing tool you have 
at the end of the term: a crayon 
you picked up on the bathroom 
floor on the fourth floor of Warch. 
Halfway through scribbling, your 
eyelids start to droop. Before you 
know it, you are immersed in the 
deep darkness of sleep.
Hours later, you wake up.  You 
stretch and look at the paper that 
you wrote your entire essay on. 
It’s literally just scribbles in green 
crayon. You sigh and walk to the 
computer lab. You log on to the 
computer and print your paper. It 
works perfectly. That’s strange. 
Curious about the normal 
nature of your day, you step out-
side. You look around and notice 
posters for the band you wanted 
to see. Were they always around? 
You had struggled to find them re-
cently and had to ride a tree to the 
top of the “Nipple of Knowledge” 
to find them. 
You stumble onto College 
Ave. and cross the street. Oddly 
enough, you’re able to walk past 
College Ave. and onto N Drew St. 
You have never been able to do 
that before. Now distraught, you 
go back to campus and start ask-
ing strangers, “Do you remember 
the Mail Room fiasco at the begin-
ning of term where UPS chucked 
packages at students?” and “What 
do you mean LU works has more 
than one listing?”
After people ask you multiple 
times if you’re okay, you realize 
that your entire term has made no 
sense. You go back to your room 
and reflect. The only thing that has 




Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes
Old White Male Legislator Knows 
Best Haircut for all Women
Article courtesy of Sydney DeMets of Respectful and Tasteful Satire (RATS)
O k l a h o m a — I n s i s t i n g 
that this haircut is really “the 
best look” for all women, State 
Representative James Korning 
proposed to Oklahoma legisla-
tors to limit women’s hairstyles to 
what some hairstylists consider to 
be the 1950s flip.  
The initial proposal was met 
with confusion due to the vague 
description of the hairstyle. All 
the public had to run off of was 
Representative Korning’s descrip-
tion of his envisioned hairstyle as 
“the one with the curls on the end 
and the top a bit higher.” This con-
fusion was slightly cleared when 
Representative Korning drew a 
small crumpled picture of his wife 
in out of his wallet and held it up 
as reference for other representa-
tives. The picture, taken in 1957, 
is of low quality and has caused 
some debate amongst profession-
al hairstylists as to what exactly 
the hairdo is supposed to look 
like. However, a general consensus 
amongst these professionals has 
been drawn to provide women 
with the 1950s flip. 
This new proposal, called 
“The Beautification Act,” states 
that women wearing their hair 
in any other style than the flip 
are to be fined and jailed, and 
any stylist found to be providing 
women with illegal hairstyles will 
be imprisoned for up to thirty 
years and lose their certification.
Needless to say, the “Beauti-
fication Act” has inspired outrage 
at many beauty salons. Drew 
Mazetti, master hairstylist, is one 
of the leaders of the bill’s opposi-
tion.
“When I first heard of the 
proposal, my first thought was, 
‘Jesus, that hairstyle died in 1960 
for a reason.’ Have these fools ever 
heard of face shape? Personality? 
What if she has curly hair?”
Women on the street have 
also expressed anger, saying that 
the bill, which outlaws all hair 
dyes that are not blonde and hair-
styles other than the flip, increas-
es the amount of time and money 
spent on hair. 
“What the hell,” Rachel Widra, 
18, stated. “I roll out of bed and go 
to class. I don’t do my hair. Now I 
would have to spend at least 40 
minutes every day straightening 
my hair then spraying cancerous 
chemicals into it to make it stay 
like that. What about our health? 
What about money? Were those 
even taken into consideration?”
However, some members of 
the public have turned up in favor 
of the bill. 
“It made women hotter in 
the 1950s. Why shouldn’t it work 
now?” asked one self-identified 
meninist.
Lawmakers have denied that 
this bill is just another attempt to 
control women and their bodies, 
instead saying that they are truly 
vested in making society a more 
beautiful place and have a one-
size-fits-all solution.
“Just trust us,” one hundred 
white male state representatives 
said on Monday, “We are tired 
of seeing these haggard looking 
women. We plan on beautifying 
women and honestly, have been 
for thousands of years. Women 
only got ugly after women’s lib-
eration. So we men are taking con-
trol again to make them the fairer 
sex once more. And we plan on 




The last two issues of The Lawrentian were incorrectly numbered. The 
issue published on Oct. 27 is issue No. 6, not 7. The issue published Nov. 3 
is issue No. 7 not 8. This issue is correctly number as No. 8.
The Editorial Board regrets this mistake and apologizes for any confusion.
THE LAWRENTIAN
4 SPORTS Nov. 10, 2017
16
Years since a Lawrence cross country runner has attended 
an NCAA Division III Championships qualifier
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Number of goals the mens hockey team scored to beat Trine
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Competitive eating is where 
participants consume enormous 
amounts of food in an extremely 
short time period. Competitive 
eating is on the rise, gaining the 
most popularity in the United 
States, Japan and Canada. The 
sport is getting so big there is 
actually a governing board— 
the International Federation of 
Competitive Eating (IFOCE). The 
IFOCE hosts some 50 eating events 
spanning through the U.S and 
Canada every year. Competitive 
eating started at county fairs with 
the pie eating contest. However, it 
was the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating 
Contest that transformed this 
weird side show into a sport in 
the spotlight. 
Eating competitions usually 
last between five and ten minutes. 
The winner is determined by the 
most food eaten. Different venues 
offer different foods. Some com-
petitions involve wings, hot dogs, 
spaghetti and so on. In 1970, the 
Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest 
began at Coney Island. This was 
the competition that really helped 
launch competitive eating. In 
2001, Takeru Kobayashi ate 50 
hot dogs, smashing the previous 
record of 25.5. This got worldwide 
media attention, with ESPN air-
ing the footage every year before 
the event. The national attention 
helped popularize the sport. In the 
early 2000’s, Kobayashi was king. 
However, his successor would cat-
apult the sport to unseen heights. 
In 2007, a young gun named 
Joey Chestnut entered the scene. 
Chestnut beat Kobayashi that year. 
Chestnut still holds the record at 
the Nathan’s Hot Dog Contest by 
eating 69 hot dogs in ten minutes 
in 2013. Kobayashi (the grandfa-
ther of competitive eating) holds 
six Guinness Records for eating 
hot dogs, meatballs, Twinkies, 
hamburgers and pizza. Today, 
though, we may see the torch 
passed once again. In this year’s 
Hot Dog Eating Contest, Chestnut, 
the not-so-young-man anymore, 
lost to Matt Stonie, a 23 year-
old eating machine. Stonie, only 
5’ 8” and 125 pounds, is a freak of 
nature. He also is an accomplished 
YouTuber with over 600,000 sub-
scribers.
Competitive eating can be 
a lucrative business for the best 
of the best. The winner of the 
Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest 
takes home a cool $10,000.  Stonie 
said he made around $100,000 
competing in 17 events in 2014. 
Chesnut, on the other hand, made 
closer to 230,000 for his wins. 
Although the sport may be lucra-
tive, it is still dangerous. 
A 2007 study titled 
“Competitive Speed Eating: 
Truth and Consequences,” pub-
lished in the American Journal 
of Roentgenology, concluded: 
“We speculate that profession-
al speed eaters eventually may 
develop morbid obesity, profound 
gastroparesis, intractable nau-
sea and vomiting and even the 
need for a gastrectomy. Despite its 
growing popularity, competitive 
speed eating is a potentially self-
destructive form of behavior.” The 
training of competitive eaters is 
lacking. There is no real scientific 
evidence to help them get better 
at eating. Stonie himself says, “A 
lot of us don’t know what we’re 
doing. We’re just experimenting. 
Sometimes people go a little gung-
ho, a little overboard, and hurt 
themselves.”
So, is competitive eating real-
ly a sport? It takes skills, concen-
tration, and dedication, and it has 





Freshman football coach 
George Walter expressed belief 
this week that the material gradu-
ating into Lawrence Varsity ranks 
is some of the best to turn up in 
the college’s history.
The frosh mentor, in a review 
of the junior Vike’s six week sea-
son, gave particularly high praise 
to the 47 promising gridders for 
the fine squad spirit they devel-
oped in that brief time. Their 
two game schedule was climaxed 
November 3 by a 14-0 win over 
Carroll freshmen. They had tied 
earlier with Ripon, 7-7.
Coach Walter declared that, 
“If the fellows on this year’s fresh-
man team continue their interest 
in football, the great majority of 
them will, at some time in their 
college careers, play on the var-
sity.”
“Some with extraordinary 
ability, of course, will play on the 
first team sooner than others.” 
He listed several of these: Chuck 
Knoedler, Dick Ristau, Phil Haas, 
Bob McCabe, Don Exner, Bob 
Sorenson, Don Helgeson, Fred 
Harker, Dar Vriesman, Hub Moody, 
Jim Polivka, D’Arcy Leck, Denney 
Seymour, Chuck Williams, George 
Stone, and Allan Hallock.
Several Linemen, because 
of the large squad and only two 
games, did not have a real oppor-
tunity to reveal their possibilities. 
Many are expected to play some 
fine football before graduation.
Many are expected to play 
some fine football before gradu-
ation.
These include: Pete Green, 
Jim Cochrane, Andy Anderson, 
Don Haack, Wendell Johnson, Pat 
Curtin, Al Doepker, Chet Oberg, 
Tom Hollenbeck, Duane Tober, 
Josh Wood, Gene Silmon, Jim 
Johnson, Don Churchill, Dave 
Duffy, John Friedm Les Badenock, 
Fred Locke, Ken Lutz, Bob Polzin, 
Fred Smith,  and Bill Warner.
Today’s Take
Today, it is a given that all 
of Lawrence’s students can par-
ticipate on Lawrence’s numerous 
varsity sports teams. This how-
ever, has not always been the 
case. At numerous times through 
Lawrence’s history, first year stu-
dents have been excluded from 
varsity athletic competition.
Historically, this choice has 
been made in order to smooth 
the transition from high school to 
college. It has been argued that 
rather than focusing on athletics, 
first year students should focus on 
learning how to be successful in a 
college environment before taking 
on the additional time commit-
ment and responsibility of mem-
bership on a varsity team.
On the face of it, this argu-
ment makes a degree of sense. 
Why not try to give freshmen the 
best possible shot at getting their 
college career off to a good start? 
Enough freshman struggle with 
the jump to college that a bit of 
help in prioritizing might be of 
great value.
While this may be the case 
for some, the benefits of athletics 
far outweigh the costs, even for 
first year students. While it may 
be true that some people struggle 
in their first year of college, this is 
not the case for all. All freshman 
should not be limited because 
a few experience hiccups in the 
transition. On top of this, athletic 
participation helps some people 
focus in other areas of their lives. 
Many athletes find that when they 
are in season, they are able to 
manage their time better, and be 
more productive than when they 
are out of season.
Today, freshman play along-
side sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors on Lawrence’s varsity 
teams. While this is taken for 
granted by many, it is important 
not to forget that this has not 
always been the case.
The Lawrence University 
women’s basketball team has 
been working hard in practice as 
the start of their season quick-
ly approaches. Last season, the 
team got off to a strong start win-
ning their first two games, but 
they struggled down the stretch 
and finished with 2-21 record. 
They failed to win a conference 
game, going 0-18 in the Midwest 
Conference. This, however, was an 
improvement on the year before 
where they failed to even win one 
game. This season, they hope to 
make even bigger strides and put 
together some victories. 
Last year’s team had no 
graduating seniors, so the core 
remains intact. They feature five 
seniors in Aubrey Scott, Natalie 
Kramer, Nicole Cummins, Olivia 
Hoesley, and Lauren Deveikis. 
Other key returners for the Lady 
Vikes are junior Leah Reeves, 
and sophomores Leisl Hostetter, 
Shonell Benjamin and Grace 
Minogue. They are joined by a 
large incoming freshman class of 
six, adding greatly to the depth 
of the team. The newcomers to 
Lawrence women’s basketball are 
Maggie Gallagher, Liz Jonjak, Erin 
Hill, Hillary Hazeltine, Kenya Earl 
and Elena Gonzales. 
The returning leading scor-
ers for the Lady Vikes are Reeves 
and Hoesley who averaged 8.6 
and 8.5 points per game respec-
tively. Look for Scott and Kramer, 
who each contributed 6.4 and 6.0 
points per game last year to make 
a big splash for Lawrence offen-
sively in this upcoming season. On 
the defensive side of the ball, the 
Lady Vikes were leading in steals 
by Benjamin with 28 followed 
closely by Cummins with 27 last 
season. Reeves lead the team in 
blocks last year with nine while 
Minogue added three. 
The first tip-off of the sea-
son is on Wednesday, Nov. 15 
at 7 p.m. at Marian University. 
Last year, the Lady Vikes won 
this game 51-48 on a three-point 
shot by Deveikis with 4.2 seconds 
remaining in the game. Over the 
December break from classes, the 
basketball team will travel down 
to Fort Lauderdale, Florida for a 
pair of games. This year’s team 
features lots of experience, so look 
for them to make a large improve-
ment over the last few difficult 
years of Lawrence University 
women’s basketball. 
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Athlete of the Week
by Sarah Grubbe
This week I had the pleasure of sitting down with sophomore Stephen 
Zabrowski to congratulate him on his stellar performance at the season 
opener to be followed by scoring his first collegiate goal on Saturday 
against Trine.
Sarah Grubbe: Congrats on scoring your first collegiate goal in your 
first week of games as a Lawrence player! How has the transition 
with a new team and coach been going for you?
Stephen Zabrowski: It’s been good! Our team is really tight-knit as 
we spend most of our time together. Our coach is awesome. He loves 
to win. And he’d do anything for any of us. He does everything with 
a purpose, especially recruitment. He won’t bring in a bad egg – he 
wants a good man. He likes to emphasize our overall well-being by 
keeping all aspects of our lives in consideration and if we’re not get-
ting something, he gets it for us.
SG: Can you remember why and when you first stepped onto the ice?
SZ: My next door neighbor got me started when I was about 4. My 
mom had always told me that the only sport I couldn’t play was 
hockey. I love the game and I’m a competitive person, I like to win.
SG: How does your team get revved up in practice to make it transfer 
to the ice on game day?
SZ: You’re only allowed to dress 20 players a game and so that in itself 
inspires a competitive nature. You’ve got your head in the game in 
your battle drills, because you know that your performance dictates 
whether or not you’re in the lineup.
SG: Can the competition and intensity become stressful?
SZ: No it isn’t stressful—you just need to bring it. I was recently 
reminded that we’ve been playing for 15 plus years and that we no 
longer need to think about how we play, we just need to play. I let 
natural instinct take over and I don’t overthink it, because in the end, 
getting into your head will only make you a slower player.
SG: Aside from the competitive nature, what keeps you coming back 
to the ice?
SZ: I really want to win and I can become so focused on that that I 
don’t even realize that I’m just having a blast with the guys next to 
me. The team is always a big part of it, and there’s a real family atmo-
sphere on our team.





St. Norbert 5-0 7-2 
U. Chicago 3-2 5-4
Macalester 3-2 5-4 
Ripon 3-2 4-5 
Lawrence 1-4 2-7 
Beloit 0-5 0-9
South
Monmouth 5-0 8-1 
Lake Forest 4-1 8-1 
Illinois 3-2 4-5 
Cornell 2-3 4-5 
Knox 1-4  4-5
Grinnell 0-5     1-8
WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM MWC OVR
St. Norbert 7-0-2 12-4-3
Knox 7-0-2 14-5-2
Grinnell 6-3 10-8 
Monmouth 6-3 11-8-1
Lake Forest 5-2-2 7-8-2 
Ripon 4-5 10-7
Cornell 4-5 5-14 





St. Norbert 8-0-1 14-4-2 
Knox 8-0-1 13-3-4
Lake Forest 7-2 12-6-1 
Grinnell 6-3 9-9-1 
Illinois 4-4-1 9-8-1
Cornell 4-5 8-9-1
Monmouth 2-5-2 3-13-2 
Beloit 2-6-1 5-10-1 






Ripon 5-4 10-17 
Grinnell 5-4 16-9
Lawrence 5-4 10-17
Lake Forest 4-5 12-14
Illinois 4-5 13-16 
Beloit 3-6 9-16 
Knox 1-8 11-19
Monmouth 1-8 8-20 
WOMEN’S TENNIS
TEAM MWC OVR
Grinnell 9-0 11-1 
Lake Forest 8-1 14-1
Cornell 7-2 8-5 
St. Norbert 6-3 10-5 
Knox 5-4 6-9 
Lawrence 4-5 6-11
Monmouth 3-6 4-13 
Illinois 2-7 6-9 
Ripon 1-8 3-16 
Beloit 0-9 0-15 
There are many iconic 
women in the sports world.  There 
are Venus and Serena Williams, 
Ronda Rousey, Danica Patrick, 
Lisa Lesli, and Abby Wambach, to 
name a few. Despite there being 
many iconic women in sports, 
women are not praised as much 
as their male counterparts. In fact, 
like in the real world, women and 
men do not play on the same field 
in the sports world—both figura-
tively and literally. 
It is no secret that women, 
on average, earn less than men in 
nearly every single occupation for 
which there is sufficient earnings 
data for both men and women. 
“In 2015, female full-time, year-
round workers made only 80 
cents for every dollar earned by 
men, a gender wage gap of 20 
percent” (Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research). Women also 
earn less than their male coun-
terparts in the sports world. In 
fact, the gap between men and 
women salaries in elite sports is 
much wider than 20%. In 2015, 
the LPGA (The Ladies Professional 
Golf Association) offered a total of 
$61.6 million in prize money. That 
same year the PGA (Professional 
Golf Association) awarded $320 
million, which is more than five 
times the amount the LPGA 
awarded. Similarly, the league 
minimum in the NBA last sea-
son was $525,000, whereas the 
WNBA league minimum last sea-
son was $38,000. The only sport 
that has an ounce of humanity 
is tennis. Tennis is also the only 
sport to place women on the 
Forbes’s “World’s 100 Highest-
Paid Athletes” list. This is because 
prize money that tennis gives out 
is equal for men and women at all 
four grand-slam events, which are 
the Australian Open, the French 
Open, Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. 
Why is there a huge pay gap 
between men and women in elite 
sports? Personally, I don’t really 
have an answer, besides the fact 
that the world we live in is not 
fair. This answer is not desirable, 
so I am going to play devil’s advo-
cate. My devil’s advocate answer 
is that male sports attract more 
eyes than woman sports. As far 
as basketball goes fans go to more 
NBA games than WNBA games 
and the same holds true for fans 
viewing the games at home on 
their televisions. This may be a 
reason why ESPN and Turner 
Sports pay the NBA a combined 
$2.6 billion annually to televise 
the NBA, whereas only ESPN pays 
the WNBA $12 million annu-
ally for rights fees according to 
Newsweek.  Looking back on my 
own sports viewing habits, I def-
initely watch more male sports 
than female sports. To be hon-
est, the only time I watch female 
sports is during the Olympics and 
when the U.S women’s soccer team 
has big games. The bigger ques-
tion is, if women’s sports became 
as popular as men’s sports, would 
the pay be more equal between 
the two genders?   




The men’s basketball season 
just opened on Monday as they 
played at Oshkosh in part of a 
charity exhibition for a hurricane 
relief fundraiser, losing 66 to 89. 
But, from the game, donations 
were collected for the American 
Red Cross and its efforts to help 
victims of this summer’s hurri-
canes! The coaches, Lawrence’s 
head coach Joel DePagter and UW- 
Oshkosh’s head coach Pat Juckem, 
are both former Lawrentians 
and current friends. During their 
time as students, DePagter was 
a Midwest Conference Player of 
the Year who led the Vikings to 
the 1997 Midwest Conference 
championship before graduat-
ing in 1998. And, Juckem was a 
1995 Lawrence graduate and a 
basketball and football standout 
for the Vikings. The two coaches 
worked side by side at Lawrence 
as the Vikings won Midwest 
Conference titles in 2004 and 
2005, before Juckem departed to 
coach at another college. Since 
then, DePagter has won another 
title as an assistant coach and 
claimed Midwest Conference 
championships in 2008 and 2009 
as Lawrence’s head coach and 
was named the 2009 Midwest 
Conference Coach of the Year. This 
year DePagter enters his eleventh 
season as our head coach with 
four returning starters, includ-
ing senior sharpshooting guard 
Jeremy Stephani and senior three-
point ace Ben Peterson. With such 
a great line up in our basketball 
team, this upcoming game against 
Wisconsin Lutheran is sure to be 
interesting, so make sure to check 
out the regular season opener for 
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The Mudd and Me: The Makerspace
Hidden Figures of Lawrence: 
Carin Smith
This column is intended to inform stu-
dents and other members of the Lawrence 
community about the resources and events 
that are offered at the Seeley G. Mudd 
Library. This is a source for little-known 
library facts, staff spotlights and investiga-
tions into the archives of Lawrence and 
Milwaukee-Downer College.
For hands-on projects and innovative 
technology, Lawrence students should be 
sure to familiarize themselves with the 
Seeley G. Mudd Library Makerspace. The 
Makerspace provides many opportunities 
for students. Some of the machines avail-
able for use after training are 3D print-
ers and scanners, a sewing machine, vinyl 
cutter and soldering machine. Editions of 
Make magazine, which the Library sub-
scribes to, are available for inspiration, 
and a club meets in the Makerspace room 
on Thursdays at 7 p.m. to use the solder-
ing machine and engage in other creative 
endeavors. Students in an Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (I&E) course have made 
use of these resources to create prototypes 
of products they have designed this term. 
These resources are also coming in handy 
for senior projects, and one student has 
even made use of the soldering station for 
the creation of a self-driving car. 
Set up two years ago thanks to a faculty 
career enhancement grant, the Makerspace 
has since “morphed into something a lot 
more student-centered”, which Reference 
and Web Services Librarian and Assistant 
Professor Angela Vanden Elzen feels is ben-
eficial. She also explains that this space pro-
vides “more of a creative kind of outlet” for 
anyone, not just those in classes which pro-
fessors specifically brought in for training. 
“Sometimes professors will bring a 
whole class and I’ll do a training session, 
and help the students with assignments 
the professor might have,” Vanden Elzen 
explained, “but more often this term, stu-
dents have come here themselves without 
a professor just to use the space for senior 
experience or senior capstone project[s] or 
just because they’re generally interested in 
3D printing.” 
Along with Instructional Technologist 
Arno Damerow, Vanden Elzen runs 
Makerspace training. While Vanden Elzen 
“[tends] to be the one that manages the 
day to day usage of the space,” Damerow 
is “really good at 3D printing and design…
[and] definitely helps out a lot with train-
ing.” There are many components to a 
student’s Makerspace training, although 
the length of a training session depends 
really on what the students want to learn. 
“Sometimes it can be 15 to 20 minutes, but 
with 3D printing usually it’s around 40 min-
utes to an hour,” Vanden Elzen commented.
 Students are given important instruc-
tions on what different areas of the space 
are used for, safety precautions and of 
course how to use the many machines 
available for creative projects. “If a student 
comes in and says ‘I just want to learn how 
to use the sewing machine’ then we’ll run 
a demonstration with that, and [the same 
with] students who just want to run the 
electronic cutter.” Van Elzen continued the 
list of possibilities for student training with 
perhaps one of the most exciting new tech-
nologies available: “[Students] also learn 
how to go about the process of finding a 3D 
model and preparing it for the 3D printer, 
and we get the 3D printer and run a dem-
onstration, which is why we have so many 
tiny things over there,” Vanden Elzen said, 
motioning to an array of cheerily colored 
little figures clustered behind one of the 3D 
printing machines. 
The Makerspace is even “attracting 
national attention”, according to Vanden 
Elzen, who explained that a group from the 
University of Texas Arlington has expressed 
interest in collaborating with Lawrence to 
“[come] up with a set of maker literacies, 
and they want to have partner schools to 
use these maker literacies,” according to 
Vanden Elzen.
Students should be sure to make use 
of this free opportunity. After attending 
a training, card access to the Makerspace 
room is provided, and students may make 
use of the room during all library hours. 
Trainings are available on Mondays at 2 p.m. 
and Thursdays at 11 a.m. in the Makerspace 
room, located on the first floor of the library 




Reference and Web Services Librarian Angela Vanden Elzen helps a strudent use the 3D Printer in the Maker-
space, located on on the first floor of the Seeley G. Mudd Library.
Photo By Larissa Davis
This column is devoted to highlight-
ing staff members that play a huge role in 
the everyday experiences of the Lawrence 
community. The goal is to focus on the 
“Hidden Figures” of Lawrence University and 
their interests both within, and outside of 
Lawrence.
 
As the term draws to a close, we should 
take a minute to reflect on our experiences 
at Lawrence and how we got to where 
we are today. New students are recruited 
every year through the Admissions staff, 
but sometimes we do not think about the 
person who has a personal connection to 
all of us through reading our applications. 
This week I had the pleasure of interview-
ing the woman who has read my Lawrence 
application, and is one of the reasons why I 
am a Lawrentian.
Carin Smith is the Director of Regional 
Admissions. As the Chicago Officer, Smith 
works from an office in St. Charles, Ill. 
“I work with prospective students from 
Illinois and Missouri and help with other 
areas when it makes life easier for my col-
leagues. I am only in Appleton five to six 
times a year,” elaborated Smith.
Smith received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology and her Teaching 
Certification from Beloit College. Smith 
taught at Beloit, but when she heard there 
were four positions open for admissions, 
she applied for the job and was hired. Since 
then, Smith has worked in admissions thir-
teen years for Beloit College, three years 
for the University of Denver and seventeen 
years here at Lawrence. When asked how 
she became interested in admissions, Smith 
replied, “Honestly, I needed to find a job in 
order to accommodate a career opportunity 
my husband wanted to take advantage of. 
So, I kind of fell into a career that I have 
loved for thirty-three years now!”
The ‘Lawrence Difference’ to Smith 
is the opportunity to be engaged inside 
and outside the classroom. “We have the 
Conservatory, the Honor Code, and a trust 
system between students and faculty which 
separates us from many colleges and uni-
versities,” she elaborated. 
The most important thing Smith 
learned from her job is not to make any 
assumptions. She has learned to act as a 
bridge for a student transitioning from high 
school and college. It is important to make 
a connection with students, and by getting 
to know their home and educational back-
ground, she can better understand where 
they are coming from.
For work, Smith travels to the West 
Coast in the summer months and the 
Midwest during the fall and spring. To help 
out with Lawrence recruitment efforts, 
Smith travels to Boston, Washington D.C., 
Salt Lake City, Florida and Texas. “For plea-
sure, I travel primarily to the West Coast 
now that two of my three children are living 
in the Bay Area, as is one of my brothers. I 
have two brothers who live in Seattle and 
we have visited them several times as well,” 
added Smith.
Smith has three children, two out of 
college and working in the Bay Area and 
one in college at Drake University in Iowa. 
Her husband is a high school math teacher 
and basketball coach and they have a much 
loved two-year-old chocolate Labrador 
named Charlie Brown. Although she has 
lived thirty years in the Chicago area, Smith 
is originally from Ohio.
When asked what her favorite part of 
her job is, Smith replied, “I have this amaz-
ing opportunity to get to help students 
through a college search process that is 
becoming more and more stressful, and 
it really doesn’t have to be that way. Sure, 
choosing a college to attend is maybe the 
biggest decision they have made at this 
point in their lives, but what an exciting 
process! I like getting to know [students] 
as individuals, often getting to know their 
families as well, what their particular story 
is, what they are hoping for in a college and 
doing my best to assist them in getting to 
the college that will work best for them 
(hopefully that’s Lawrence).”
Smith’s inspiration is her family 
because all of them are just as brave as she 
is when taking risks. She also admires any-
one who can write because for her it does 
not come easy. As many college essays and 
applications she reads, Smith still has to 
work hard on her writing skills.
Although Smith cannot be seen on 
campus, and thus is very hidden, she is an 
essential part of the Lawrence community. 
She is personable and knowledgeable. She 
chooses students who will make the most 
of their time at Lawrence, and wants to 






The Lawrence Passion Project: Mason Krelitz
Apocalypse Now Screening Recap
On Thursday, Nov. 2, an Environmental 
Studies topic class, ENST 200: Wilderness 
in the North American Imagination held a 
screening of the war film “Apocalypse Now” 
in the Warch Campus Center Cinema. The 
film is an adaptation and modernization 
by Francis Ford Coppola of Joseph Conrad’s 
“Heart of Darkness.” Set during the Vietnam 
War, “Apocalypse Now” is the story of an 
army captain, played by Martin Sheen, who 
is sent on a mission to hunt down and kill 
an American colonel (Marlon Brando) who 
is seen by the men in charge of the war 
as having gone insane. Much of the film 
takes place in the jungle of Cambodia and 
Vietnam, which is a wilderness in and of 
itself. However, the class focuses more on 
the metaphorical idea of a “wilderness of 
war,” according to the event’s information.
 “Apocalypse Now” starts off in the 
hotel where Capt. Benjamin Willard is stay-
ing while he waits for a mission. We slowly 
watch as Willard starts becoming restless 
and acting out until two soldiers show 
up and escort him to a meeting with two 
senior officers. This is where he is given 
his mission to track down and kill Colonel 
Kurtz, an American commander who is 
seen as having gone off the rails and who 
has entered neutral Cambodia. 
As it is found out later in the film, he 
has created a community around himself 
as a madman and friendly locals. Following 
this meeting, Willard teams up with the 
crew of a Navy patrol boat and convinces 
the commander of the First Cavalry, a heli-
copter-based infantry unit, to help them 
gain access to the river they are using to 
reach Colonel Kurtz’s last known location. 
In order to do this, the First Cavalry must 
storm a beachhead and the village nearby, 
thus bringing about one of the most iconic 
scenes form the film. Chaos unfolds during 
the landing as soldiers either mistakenly or 
purposefully disregard the civilian status 
of many of the local villagers or start kill-
ing, maiming and otherwise brutalizing the 
Vietnamese. 
At one point, the viewer watches as a 
helicopter follows a pair of fleeing civilians 
and they are gunned down without even 
having a chance to surrender. Following 
this scene, the film follows the patrol boat 
and Captain Willard up the river, where 
they encounter a Vietnamese merchant and 
attempt to search his vessel for contraband. 
Willard instructs the captain of the patrol 
boat to keep going, but the captain stops 
and orders a search of the vessel anyway. 
One of the crew mistakes a gesture by one 
of the Vietnamese as being a threat and 
opens fire into the smaller vessel, killing 
everyone inside except a woman who was 
guarding a puppy. 
As the crew prepares to evacuate the 
woman in order to have her wounds treat-
ed, Willard coldly and brutally kills her and 
instructs the crew to keep going up river. 
After more scenes like the two described 
above, the crew finally reaches their desti-
nation in the Cambodian jungle, a veritable 
wilderness itself, and Willard is captured by 
Kurtz, thus invoking an interesting end to 
the film that one must watch to understand.
The “wilderness of war,” which is 
the reason the film was examined by an 
Environmental Studies class, is both a 
psychological and physical wilderness in 
which the individual is unable to find civi-
lization and the safety that comes with it. 
The warzones represented in “Apocalypse 
Now” and explained above are perfect 
examples of this kind of wilderness as the 
soldiers depicted are conducting raids on 
Vietnamese villages and people. 
The former of the two scenes in partic-
ular portrays the brutality and chaos of war 
as we see many civilians being harmed and 
bodies strewn about. Furthermore, many of 
the scenes in the film take place in remote 
regions of Vietnam and Cambodia where 
there are few people most of the time and 
even fewer during a war, similar to how 
many areas of modern cities ravaged by 
civil war, like Aleppo, Syria, have become 
more or less depopulated. 
The wilderness of war is also evident 
in the thoughts of Captain Willard that are 
played as voiceover while the film roles 
through some of the more mundane parts 
of his journey. The continuous feeling of 
isolation, which is one of the many aspects 
of a true wilderness, is overwhelmingly 
prevalent as Willard distances himself from 
the men he is serving with and the com-
manders that sent him there.
Overall, the screening had an enlight-
ening outlook on the concepts that are 
being taught in “Wilderness in the North 





What does it mean to be engaged, to be 
empathetic, and to strive for understanding 
at Lawrence University? What does fulfill-
ment at Lawrence University look like, and 
more importantly, what does it look like 
in action? This column strives to ask these 
questions and search for answers by having 
conversations with seniors working on their 
Senior Experience Projects here at Lawrence 
on how they are using their studies and pas-
sions as tools to create.
Here at Lawrence, areas of study can 
quickly become intersectional and hyper-
related. These connections can exciting, 
thrilling and even vastly overwhelming. But 
for students like senior government and 
religious studies major Mason Krelitz, these 
intersectional opportunities are where real 
learning, engagement and understanding 
thrive.
Krelitz started off at Lawrence as a 
potential Geology major, but after discover-
ing he was not as passionate about science 
as he had anticipated, he shifted his focus 
more towards the route of humanities. Over 
the last four years, he has developed a 
double major in religious studies and gov-
ernment. This double major is not just two 
separate areas of study Krelitz happens to 
be interested in; for Krelitz, they are deeply 
and intrinsically interconnected. As Krelitz 
stated, “At the core of it, my main interest is 
where religion and politics meet and what 
that means for the world.”
Krelitz was eager to dive into the 
work he has been doing with his Senior 
Experience Project. The bulk of his project 
is observing the place of Christian Zionism 
in the United States. Krelitz explained 
Christian Zionism, saying “Zionism refers 
to the beliefs upheld in a Jewish homeland. 
It’s a Jewish movement for a Jewish state. 
But then in mainland U.S.A. there is a grow-
ing group of white, evangelical, protestant 
individuals whose faith is centered on the 
result of a literal interpretation of the Bible. 
This can be called Christian Zionism.”
One pattern Krelitz finds interest-
ing is how the development of Christian 
Zionism coincides with the rise of the Moral 
Majority in the 1980s. This holds implica-
tions that Krelitz is studying in his project. 
Krelitz elaborated on the rise of the Moral 
Majority as he stated, “The Moral Majority 
can be seen as the first organized group 
of what's known as the Christian Right. 
The Christian Right is a large voting bloc 
in the U.S. of mostly Evangelical Christians, 
but even more specifically white protestant 
evangelical Christians. And they comprise 
this huge portion of the voting bloc in the 
country. We’re talking tens of millions of 
people.”
“In the eyes of the Moral Majority,” he 
explained, “our country had lost its ways in 
the 60s and 70s. They felt a need to orga-
nize a group of Christian voters that would 
work to support their values in policy. So in 
1979 the Moral Majority was started by Rev. 
Jerry Falwell, a prominent reverend.” 
He went on to discuss the power of 
religious leaders like Rev. Jerry Falwell. 
“They had such a large influence on such a 
large group of people,” he elaborated. “It’s 
the pinnacle of s grassroots organization. 
Jerry Falwell reached millions of people 
on TV. Then you’ve also got this hierar-
chy of other reverends and pastors who 
feel similarly and share their views with 
their congregates. So all of the sudden, it 
almost becomes a religious duty to vote for 
Reagan.”
The vast majority of the Moral Majority 
did vote for Republican for Ronald Reagan, 
especially in the wake of Roe v. Wade when 
the Republican Party took an anti-abor-
tion stance. So the Moral Majority was on 
Reagan’s side, even though Reagan himself 
did not align consistently with Christian 
values. Krelitz found this compelling as he 
stated, “Reagan was this president where 
part of this victory can be attributed to 
the influence of the moral majority. But 
his predecessor, Jimmy Carter, was a much 
more devout southern baptist evangelical 
Christian. Likely, Carter was more religious 
than Reagan, but Carter was democrat. That 
was his problem”
Krelitz’s project is focusing on these 
inconsistencies and working to ask if the 
Moral Majority and the Christian Right 
legitimately changed legislation and affect-
ed policy. There is a biblical prophecy that 
states the second coming of Christ will take 
place when the Nation of Israel is reestab-
lished. This became a real and important 
process to Evangelical Christians. Reagan 
took advantage of this belief in his cam-
paigning and in his presidency. Krelitz 
explained this as he stated, “A large portion 
of voters for Reagan actually had to do with 
Israel. And the perception that the demo-
cratic party wouldn’t carry out this biblical 
prophecy. So Reagan uses a lot of language 
that suggests an unwavering support of 
Israel and an idea that Israel and the U.S. 
were built on the same values. You’re seeing 
this example of this president whose suc-
cess is this huge voting block with distinct 
beliefs.”
The root of Krelitz’s project comes 
in assessing whether or not this situa-
tion actually created gain for the Christian 
Right. In his opinion, there were few fruits 
to their labor. Krelitz stated, “Are the policy 
decisions that Reagan made in his eight 
years as president actually in line with 
what the Christian Zionism movement at 
all? It’s hard to distinguish. I mean, Roe 
v. Wade wasn’t reversed, school prayer is 
still banned. Domestically speaking, they 
didn’t achieve much. A lot of what I’ve read 
actually shows that Reagan really played 
the Christian Right. He said things that 
appealed to them because he realized their 
voting power. But once he was in office, 
nothing really got done domestically.”
If the Christian Right was left with 
no gain from their unified work, does the 
United States benefit from this situation? 
For Krelitz, that’s not the case. “Really, this 
whole ordeal just complicates any sort of 
peace process in the United States. And 
this sort of thing is still happening. You can 
look at with George H. W. Bush, George W. 
Bush and you can look at this process with 
Trump too. You need to look at what the 
president actually does, and it’s not always 
in line with what they say. That’s the dis-
crepancy.”
The opportunity to dig deep into an 
area of interest, a specific phenomenon or, 
plainly put, a passion, can feel intimidating 
and vast. But for Krelitz, this opportunity 
has a space for him to see how his passions 
interact, and to ultimately lead him to new 





Senior Religious Studies and Government Major Mason Krelitz .
Photo by Hannah Burgess
The Lawrence Plague
(n.) - an unidentified illness that circulates 
among the small Lawrence community, 
usually in the second half of the term.
Ex.: “Symptoms of The Lawrence Plague 
include drowsiness, lack of spatial aware-
ness and skipping class for a ‘me day.’”
The VR
(n.) - shorthand for the Viking Room, a bar 
that resides in the basement of Memorial 
Hall, under the Diversity Center.
Ex. “I just ran into Ali at the VR. Which is 
odd, because she didn’t come to BIO 170 
this afternoon.”
The Lawrence Olympics
(n.) - a colloquial term used to Lawrence 
students competing with each other by 
trying to be busier than everyone else.
Ex. “I took a break from the Lawrence 
Olympics by skipping BIO 170 today. It’s 
kinda like a ‘me day.’”
The Lawrentian-to-English Dictionary
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Mike Gans 
There is a good chance you 
have heard of Mike Gans. And if 
you have, there is a good chance 
he and his art have confused you 
at some point, or still do. Even 
after talking to him about his art, 
primarily music, for this column, 
I can unabashedly say that I am 
still trying to figure him out too, 
and am nowhere close to. But that 
is where the intrigue lies—the 
ambiguity and overload—if you 
are brave enough to jump into his 
impressively diverse agglomera-
tion of songs, paintings, photogra-
phy and more. In short, his world.
The most important thing to 
grasp about Gans is that his art 
relies, for him and the audience, 
on objectively perceiving his vari-
ous personas. Mike’s current proj-
ects include “MiKe” and 
“tasty peaches”. The release 
from Mike are SoundCloud raps, 
dripping with feelings, predomi-
nantly sadness and a nostalgia 
for the emo music that he and 
many others in our generation 
grew up with. tasty peaches is 
his newest project/persona. The 
debut EP, “peaches,” of this name 
was released this past September. 
While much of the emotional and 
lyrical essence is a logical progres-
sion from his releases under the 
Mike and MiKe monikers, tasty 
peaches differs greatly sonically, 
pulling from emo much more as 
well as grunge. He trades in his 
electronic production and beats 
for live-tracked instruments, 
returning to guitar, the instru-
ment he avoided during his previ-
ous projects due to carpal tunnel. 
With tasty peaches, Gans has also 
begun working with others and 
playing live shows, something he 
did not do often earlier in col-
lege. Their shows are sludgy, loud 
and intense. At times during their 
Sinfonia Halloween show, they felt 
out of place, but I wanted them to 
do anything but leave or stop play-
ing. Gans’ art is a darkness that 
can envelope its audience, yet can 
be oddly comforting. After follow-
ing him on various social media 
and hearing snippets of his music, 
I have felt this, but it was not until 
hearing tasty peaches live that it 
made the most sense.
All that said, Gans and his art 
are still hard to crack and talking 
to him just made more questions 
arise. He blurs the lines between 
his life and his art expertly and I 
am left wondering what is part of 
the act or if there is no act at all. 
I have yet to meet anyone else at 
Lawrence like that.
While I cannot say I am a 
fan of the emo SoundCloud rap 
scene, I appreciate Gans’ songs 
and the depth he brings to them. 
I gained this appreciation through 
interacting with him and immers-
ing myself in his other work, and 
I urge you to do the same. He 
means for it all—his social media, 
his music, his visual art—to be 
connected, and the level of which 
he crafts all of this is pretty incred-
ible. He is embracing the power of 
creating an online presence and 
total creative control over a vari-
ety of mediums in distinct ways 
that can be hard to even discuss, 
and must be experienced. In piec-
es, there is a disheartening quality 
to Gans’ art. For a while I was just 
Facebook friends with him, later 
following him on Instagram and 
was, to put it lightly, a bit put 
off. After hearing his music and 
seeing his visual art, I was even 
more unsettled, but by taking it 
in as art, my interest was piqued. 
Discussing his creative pro-
cess with him only solidified the 
strange feeling I have towards his 
art that is distinct to this and very 
little else. Surreal and insightful, 
but mostly surreal is how I would 
describe it, and if you talk to him, 
I have a feeling it will be a similar 
experience.
My interview with Gans was 
chock full of bizarre quotes and 
ideas, a favorite being: “I have no 
visual artists that I admire what-
soever.” Another involved a long-
winded allegory about creating 
art being like digging a hole in 
your family’s backyard overnight 
and turning it into an “ornate 
pool.” It seemed so real that I had 
to ask if he actually did this, but 
he claims to not have. Regardless, 
conversing with him was a unique 
experience that really shaped how 
I take in his work and I look for-
ward to continue doing so—not 
necessarily in an effort to bet-
ter understand art, because that 
should not always be the main 
goal, but to feel his art and let it 
move in unexpected ways .
For visual art, sneak peeks at 
music, personal posts and more, 
follow Gans on Instagram @
mikeis2much. Download the tasty 
peaches EP and future releases 
from that project at tastypeaches-
band.bandcamp.com. Also, keep 
your eyes peeled for a tasty peach-
es tour during winter break as 





This Friday night at 7:30 
p.m, the Lawrence Memorial 
Chapel was packed with com-
munity members, high school 
students traveling to Lawrence 
to perform for the weekend and 
all manner of Lawrence stu-
dents and faculty. The performer 
on Friday night was a vocalist 
named Lizz Wright, of whom I 
had never before heard. I sat in 
my seat with the expectation 
that I would hear some vocal 
standards, perhaps some Billie 
Holiday or Ella. Instead, what I 
(and the packed chapel) got was 
a bluesy-gospel-soul-American-
folk sound like none I had heard. 
Wright’s low alto voice was 
incredibly well-suited for gospel, 
making for a great start to the 
concert. What really struck me 
about her performance was her 
band: three fine musicians from 
Austin, Texas. I recognized two 
of them from their performances 
with one of my favorite bands, 
Snarky Puppy. Chris McQueen, 
one of Snarky Puppy’s three 
guitarists, has one of the most 
unique electric guitar styles that 
I can think of. I was in awe when 
he walked onstage, for I recog-
nized him instantly. My favorite 
song performed by Wright and 
her band was a soul rendition of 
“Old Man” by Neil Young. They 
turned the Young classic into a 
slow, brooding soul epic. Friday 
night taught me to support your 
heroes, as one of mine was play-
ing guitar, and to expect to have 
your expectations shattered.
Saturday night is always the 
biggest concert of the LU Jazz 
Celebration Weekend. This year, 
it featured a virtuosic trio, Storms 
and Nocturnes, comprised of 
three musicians: Joe Locke 
(vibes), Geoffrey Keezer (piano) 
and Tim Garland (saxophones). 
To start off their concert, the 
trio played with the Lawrence 
University Jazz Ensemble (LUJE). 
Two standouts emerged from 
their set with LUJE. The first 
was a piece written by Geoffrey 
Keezer, entitled “Na Kohola (The 
Whales).” Keezer introduced the 
piece by telling a captivating story 
about how he was in Alaska on a 
fishing boat, and the boat was 
surrounded by about fifty hump-
back whales. The piece was very 
beautiful and mellow, featuring 
Garland on saxophone and fresh-
man Gaston Kaisin on trumpet. I 
found myself deeply moved and 
captivated by the story that the 
piece told through toned-down 
sections with muted trumpets 
to a deep groove with the LUJE 
rhythm section. The other piece 
played with LUJE that caught my 
attention was the arrangement 
of “The Pink Panther Theme.” 
It started with a piano caden-
za played by Keezer, and then 
LUJE entered, showing off the 
talents of the students with the 
exceptional speed at which the 
arrangement was played. Each 
section took a turn standing up 
and playing a complicated soli 
(collective solo), with ferocious 
intensity. Sophomore Ricardo 
Jimenez both played a fantastic 
lead trumpet and sang the mel-
ody of “The Pink Panther,” then 
transitioned into a vocal solo that 
had the whole crowd roaring at 
the end.
After the blistering arrange-
ment of “The Pink Panther,” LUJE 
left the stage, and the trio took 
over. It’s very hard for me to 
describe this experience. The 
song that resonated with me 
most was Joe Locke’s composi-
tion, “Sword of Whispers.” Locke 
walked up to the mic and told 
a story about one of his favor-
ite Lionel Hampton record-
ings, “Everybody’s Somebody’s 
Fool.” He described it as one of 
the most moving and beautiful 
recordings he had ever heard, 
and said that the singer par-
ticularly mesmerized him; he 
thought it was a woman, when it 
was actually “Little Jimmy Scott 
from Cleveland.” Years later, 
Locke got a call from Scott ask-
ing if he wanted to record, and 
of course, he immediately said 
yes. When they went into the 
studio, “Everybody” was the first 
song that Jimmy Scott mentioned 
that he wanted them to record. 
When Scott passed away, Locke 
attended his funeral. There was 
a review of one of the last perfor-
mances that Scott made where a 
critic described him as “a sword 
of whispers.”
The piece itself was one 
of the most beautiful pieces of 
music that I had ever heard. 
The vibraphone was ever pres-
ent throughout, starting with a 
beautiful, floating solo. The sax 
came in with a tender melody 
that just soared. This concert was 
memorable because the three 
incredible musicians looked at 
each other with awe and often 
had huge grins on their faces 
while playing, which made the 
audience hang on to every note, 
every solo, every piece that was 
played. The LU Jazz Celebration 
Weekend performances served 
as an unforgettable reminder of 






Weekend brings talented 
performers to Lawrence
Storms and Nocturnes perform in Memorial Chapel.
Photo by Marieke de Koker
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On Thursday, Nov.  2, the 
monthly tour of Wriston Art 
Center Galleries took place. The 
tour is open to everyone in order 
to open different art collections 
to the community and foster 
relationships with Lawrence in 
a quick and casual environment. 
Some of the exhibitions are drawn 
from Lawrence’s permanent art 
collection. The tour is often led by 
different people, and this one was 
led by Assistant Professor of Art 
History, Curator of the Wriston 
Art Center Galleries and Museum 
Studies Interdiscplinary Area 
Program Director Beth Zinsli ‘02.
The first exhibit we entered 
was in the smallest of the three 
galleries. The name of the exhib-
it was “Mirth & Melancholy: 
The Circus in Modern Art,” and 
it explored how circuses are 
expressed in twentieth-century 
art. It was curated by recent grad-
uate, Kali Steinberg ‘17. Many of 
the paintings portrayed a dark 
image of sinister clowns. Each one 
was chosen in order to show the 
rapid industrialization occurring 
in the West in the late nineteenth 
century, when theaters, cafes, cab-
arets and circuses were becoming 
more common places of leisure 
for people to spend their time. 
One of the most notable painters 
featured in the exhibit was Marc 
Chagall. 
The first exhibit room [Leech 
Gallery] leads into the second 
[Hoffmaster Gallery], which is 
slightly larger than the first and 
smaller than the third. In the sec-
ond gallery, a photo collection by 
Jeff Pearey and Meredith W. Watts 
from “For Good” Photography, Inc., 
titled “Our Trans Family,” was fea-
tured. The pictures were of trans-
gender people and their families 
with parts of their stories below 
the pictures. The purpose of this 
exhibit was to give visibility to 
trans people, their loved ones and 
their support network. Part of the 
intention of the pictures was also 
to draw attention to the dispro-
portionately high rate of suicide 
in the LGBTQ+ community, espe-
cially among transgender people.
The tour then entered into its 
final stage in the third and largest 
gallery [Kohler Gallery], with a 
painting collection by Patrick Earl 
Hammie. The name of the collec-
tion is “Aureole.” This is a play 
on words because of the circular 
motifs in the paintings as well as 
the intimate nature of the paint-
ings. All were large-scale nudes, 
depicting a man and woman in 
various positions. In many, the 
woman is trying to lift and move 
the man. During the tour we were 
told that the instructions for the 
male models was to act as a dead 
weight. This is part of the interest-
ing power dynamic going on in the 
painting between the man and the 
woman. The titles of each painting 
were vague and enigmatic, but at 
the same time very referential. 
These three exhibits are in 
Wriston for the remainder of the 
term. This Winter Term, there will 
be a new exhibit with three dif-
ferent collections, one in each gal-
lery. The galleries mainly contain 
art, but there are also poetry read-
ings and performances of music 
and dance that take place there 
as well. 
Current Exhibits in Wriston Art Galleries
On Sunday, Nov. 5, Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra (LSO) and 
Cantala performed “The Planets: 
Suite for Large Orchestra, op. 
32” by Gustav Holst in Lawrence 
Memorial Chapel. This widely-
popular suite was a delight to 
attend, and it was my favorite 
LSO concert to date. Conducted 
by Assistant Professor of Music 
Mark Dupere, LSO showed 
extreme precision and channeled 
intensity toward each of the 
seven “Planets” movements.
The suite began with a gran-
diose movement titled “Mars, the 
Bringer of War.” The sheer vehe-
mence and ferocity of the attacks 
by the brass were impactful; deaf-
ening yet beautiful fortes kept lis-
teners on the edge of their seats. 
Though some of the succeeding 
movements, such as “Venus, the 
Bringer of War,” were much qui-
eter and calmer, they still pos-
sessed a raw energy that exuded 
from the members of LSO. 
From my seat in the balcony, 
I could feel the passion for per-
forming radiating from the LSO 
musicians on stage. Though this 
passion is undoubtedly present in 
every LSO performance, it felt as 
if it had multiplied in this perfor-
mance. The majority of the stu-
dents performed with an unbri-
dled intensity in their eyes and 
body movements. Crescendos 
and diminuendos were played 
with precision and care, mak-
ing each dynamic change wholly 
impressive and poignant. This 
fierce intensity was followed 
by softer, gentler moments. I 
watched many musicians smile or 
glance over at their fellow musi-
cians as their favorite phrases of 
the song were played particularly 
well. This type of interaction is 
what makes a concert really spe-
cial for me.
Several high points of the 
afternoon were the solos by con-
certmaster and senior violinist 
Katie Weers. She played each note 
with a tenderness and vigor that 
resonated throughout the cha-
pel. These solos were extremely 
moving, and they helped make 
an already beautiful concert even 
more special.   
The first six movements 
were performed by Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra alone. In 
the seventh and last movement, 
“Neptune, the Mystic,” there was 
the brief addition of Cantala. 
Conducted by Associate Professor 
of Music Phillip A. Swan,  this 
incorporation of vocalists added 
an interesting layer to an already 
complex performance. Singing 
from the back of the balcony, the 
voices of Cantala slowly seeped 
into the chapel. Because the 
voices provided such a quiet and 
soft sound, the listener had to 
pay attention and strain to dis-
cern what they were hearing. The 
voices gradually became fainter 
and fainter before disappearing 
entirely as the orchestra took the 
reins again and ended the suite. 
I had wanted to see a perfor-
mance of Holst’s “The Planets” for 
a fairly long time, and Lawrence 
Symphony Orchestra executed it 
spectacularly. LSO’s next perfor-
mance is on Friday, Jan. 26 at 8 
p.m., performing Rachmaninoff’s 
“Symphonic Dances.” If you did 
not make it to “The Planets,” I 










 A Lawrence student admires the work of Patrick Earl Hammie in Kohler Gallery.
Photo by Taylor Blackson
Assistant Professor of Music Mark Dupere conducts LSO as they perform Holst’s “The Planets.”
Photo by Nidi Garcia
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STAFF EDITORIAL
365 with Trump
Wednesday, Nov. 8 marked one year since Donald Trump was elected to be president of the United 
States. As one of the most controversial politicians in modern America, the world has looked on skepti-
cally as Trump assumed the role of ‘Most Powerful Man on Earth.’ That skepticism shows in Trump’s 
current approval rating, which, according to the most recent Gallop Poll, sits at 38 percent as per of 
the week of Oct. 30 to Nov. 5. This approval rating is much lower than any other modern president has 
experienced in November of their first year (compare to Bill Clinton’s 49% rating in Nov. 1993, George 
W. Bush’s 87% in 2001, and  Barack Obama’s 51% in 2009).
    This high opposition to the current administration comes from Trump’s aggressive policies and 
statements, which are often shared in 140-character tweets. He and Congress have failed multiple times 
to gut Obamacare, an initiative that Trump promised to get done in the first 100 days of his presidency. 
He targeted immigration by implementing a travel ban that was largely shot down by federal courts 
and has overturned the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program without promising any 
new protections to those who benefitted from it. He also appointed Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. 
Gorsuch has since faced criticism by his colleagues on the bench, particularly Elena Kagan, for being 
arrogant and annoying.    
Trump’s administration turned its back on the scientific community by pulling out of the Paris 
Climate Agreement and gutting the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). His flippant ignorance 
toward climate change and protecting natural resources has made Trump an enemy to the scientific and 
academic communities. Trump also allowed the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline to move for-
ward, going against the Obama-era decision to suspend operations on the pipeline amid the high number 
of protests. The pipeline was completed in April 2017 when national attention was focused on other 
issues and protesters had lost all faith in having a government that would hear and represent them.
In terms of foreign policy, Trump has threatened North Korea with war more times than can be 
counted, disavowed the Obama-era Iran Nuclear Agreement, and pulled out of the United Nations 
Education, Science and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). These three decisions have turned heads 
worldwide, and have proved that Trump has a questionable agenda when it comes to peace and pros-
perity.
Trump targeted the LGBTQ+ community by stating that transgender individuals can no longer serve 
in the military. He allowed Nazism to manifest itself in the U.S. by not condemning the white suprema-
cist rallies in Charlottesville in August, and he has failed to take initiative in helping Puerto Rico rebuild 
after the effects of Hurricane Maria. Trump has refused to ignore the issue of gun violence in the U.S., 
despite the most deadly mass shooting in modern US history taking place in early Oct. of his first year 
as president.
Overall, Donald Trump’s year since being elected has been a failure. His leadership has alienated 
enormous parts of the world population, and has left little hope for people who still believe the US is the 
‘Land of Opportunity.’ Trump’s actions and behaviors are childlike and dangerous. Most importantly, his 
power has gone unchecked by a wimpy Congress that refuses to stand up against his atrocious behavior.
This is why it is so important to start mobilizing now for the 2018 Midterm Elections. It is more 
important than ever to start educating your friends, family and peers about who is up for election in 
2018, and why it is so important to vote. There are no good excuses for not being educated enough 
or not caring about the results. These elections are the most immediate way to oppose Trump and his 
administration. After looking at a year of Donald Trump, it is time we start working on having as few of 
these years as possible.
As I prepare to go back home 
this fall to northern Illinois, my 
mind inevitably turns towards the 
gang of wild turkeys that wreaks 
havoc upon my neighborhood 
year in and year out. Although it 
sounds melodramatic, I am not 
truly home until I am woken up 
at ungodly hours by the guttural, 
screeching call-and-response gob-
bling echoing down the street. 
It is not fall until I am late for 
work because a group of them 
decided to attack my car tires 
instead of moving out of the road. 
They wander around the streets 
and through backyards and over 
porches with what I believe to be 
an excessive amount of arrogance 
to the point where they will not 
move for cars, people, lawnmow-
ers or anything that one would 
think would scare away a bird. 
Even my 150-pound Great Dane 
refuses to go outside if the gang is 
nearby. With this in mind, in order 
to learn more about my neighbor-
hood enemy and the U.S.’s nation-
al bird runner-up, I’ve done my 
research and, it turns out, they’re 
actually pretty interesting. 
A group of turkeys is called 
a rafter. Females are called jen-
nies when they’re young and hens 
when they’re older. Males are 
called jakes when they’re young 
and gobblers when they’re full 
grown (only the males make the 
gobbling sound). 
Turkeys have amazing senses. 
They can hear things up to a mile 
away, see in color, and have three 
times better vision than humans. 
They can fly up to 50 miles per 
hour in short bursts and run up to 
25 miles per hour. They also have 
a wingspan of about six feet. 
The largest wild turkey found 
weighed 37 pounds.
There are six subspecies of 
wild turkeys in the United States, 
though all of them were almost 
hunted to extinction in the early 
1900s. 
All turkeys sleep in trees with 
their rafter, and call to each other 
in the morning to make sure the 
whole group made it through 
the night before heading to the 
ground for the day. 
People who study turkeys cat-
egorize their sounds as either 
“gobbles,” “purrs,” “yelps,” or “kee-
kees.”
Turkeys have two stomachs 
and will eat small lizards and 
sometimes even baby rodents. 
If their droppings are a “J” 
shaped, the turkey is female. If 
they are a spiral shaped, the tur-
key is male. 
The dangly, red appendage on 
their face is called a “snood.” Both 
males and females have snoods, 
but the bigger the snood a male 
has, the more likely the female 
turkey will want to mate with it. 
Turkeys can blush! The skin 
on their head and neck, including 
the snood, turns a much brighter 
shade of red when they’re scared, 
agitated or ready to mate. 
Baby turkeys are called 
“poults” and leave the nest usually 
only a week or so after hatching. 
June is National Turkey Lovers’ 
Month! 
So, not only is turkey healthy 
and delicious, but they are also 
some pretty fascinating fowl. 
Before you dive into your annual 
Thanksgiving turkey this year, 
give yourself a pat on the back for 
knowing more about your food. 
Lastly, I will leave you with a joke. 
“I’ve been meaning to cut back on 
thanksgiving leftovers this year, 
but I can’t quit cold turkey.”
On a surface level, it sounded 
like everything that the conceited, 
snooty, wannabe intellectual in 
me thought I wanted at a high 
achieving liberal arts institution: 
a wide array of different mate-
rial, classical works, art, literature 
and engaged discussion between 
young, vibrant minds. In truth, 
Freshman Studies did for me 
what it promised. I did, indeed, 
learn how to write and think like 
a real academic. What constituted 
decent bullshit in high school was 
quickly called out and put to rest. I 
learned how to read closely, write 
in the margins of books—a sinful 
practice that I intend to quit when 
the term ends—and be a reason-
able contributor, at least to some 
extent, in a conversation about a 
larger, more intricate world. All 
of this happened during my first 
few months as a halfway indepen-
dent, functioning human being. 
I’ve learned as much about myself 
as a freshman as I have about 
anything in Freshman Studies. 
In that sense, it was much like 
the actual study of the freshman 
specimen, which seemed fitting. 
In any school, the first term of 
any class may feel like a large 
freshman study experiment, but 
at the Midwestern haven that is 
Lawrence, it is given a name and 
a parameter for existence—meet-
ings on Monday night at a time 
that used to be my bedtime.
So really, I learned how to 
read poetry and write a decent 
paper. For everything I bargained 
for in moving across the coun-
try to attend Lawrence, that was 
worth at least something. But 
what was Freshman Studies really 
getting at?
There is, of course, as my 
professor mentioned on multiple 
occasions, an overall prevail-
ing theme in Freshman Studies. 
There is a reason why the works 
were ultimately chosen, and it’s 
here that Freshman Studies sud-
denly made me feel as far away 
from home as I was, centered in 
largely progressive rhetoric. In 
fact, Freshman Studies has seem-
ingly less to do with academic 
pursuits than with social-political 
teachings. If there is one theme 
that Freshman studies is built on, 
it’s a finger pointing at an insti-
tutionalized society with much 
too many shortcomings. Natasha 
Trethewey’s collection Native 
Guard largely centers around 
institutionalized racism. Plato’s 
Republic seems painfully out-
dated, and as the large student 
lecture appropriately pointed out, 
lost in translation along the way. 
Plato serves to present a curi-
ous academic vehicle, the Socratic 
Method, in it’s early stages, but 
then builds an entire society void 
of free choice—rather totalitar-
ian, based on twisted, contradic-
tory argumentation and ultimate-
ly condemning democracy. Why 
we still study it in an academic 
environment as prestigious as 
Lawrence University is befud-
dling. Bruegel’s Landscape with 
the Fall of Icarus seems to point 
fingers at society for turning our 
backs on the suffering of our fel-
low man, as if Freshman Studies 
warns us, too, to quit working 
so hard and care. Along similar 
lines, Sidney Mintz’s Sweetness 
and Power does plenty to point 
out the flaws of capitalism, espe-
cially in the West, and especially 
in a colonialist America, and also 
to remind students of their dan-
gerous, perhaps even unstable 
power as a consumer. Finally, Fun 
Home has plenty of lesbian sex, 
but also has plenty of rhetoric 
tying Catholics to sex with minors.
All of this is not just to stand 
on some pedestal of middle class, 
rural conservatism and condemn 
Freshman Studies as a progres-
sivist, anti-American rhetoric. 
Freshman Studies essentially 
does what it sets out to do, and, 
granted students come in with at 
least a relatively open mind and 
read most of the works assigned, 
there is heaps of valuable infor-
mation. After all, consumerism is 
a real thing, and the long his-
tory of consumerist behavior 
and sugar is fascinating, to say 
the least; Trethewey’s story is a 
much deeper tale of grief and very 
important forgotten history; Fun 
Home is as much a story about 
family and the binding powers of 
literature as it is about anything 
else and Breugel made lots of butt 
jokes in his paintings—any fresh-
man who couldn’t appreciate that 
on a Monday morning should have 
just skipped class. All of this is 
to say that it’s easy to reap the 
benefits of Freshman Studies and 
it has value as an academic tool. 
It delivers on its promise as the 
cornerstone of a prestigious lib-
eral arts education. But it is worth 
asking, and critically analyzing 
(with all these newly acquired 
skills), whether or not Freshmen 
Studies too closely borders the 
line between academia and large 
scale political and social rhetoric 




The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. 
All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, 
which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using 





What I learned from a term of Freshman Studies
THE LAWRENTIAN
11OPINIONS & EDITORIALSNov. 10, 2017
Cherry Creek High School. 
2016. Third period. I sat down in 
my chair on the stage for the dress 
rehearsal of my Wind Ensemble 
concert. We were just warming 
up when a freshman walked into 
the theater bearing a note in her 
hand. She walked up the steps to 
the stage and handed the note 
to our band director, Mr. Libby. 
Tim Libby then proceeded to look 
directly at me, signaling that it 
was addressed to me. I carefully 
set my horn on the seat and took 
the note from his hands. I remem-
ber not opening it right away 
because I doubted its importance. 
After rehearsal, I took the note in 
my hands and slowly peeled back 
the tape to reveal the message: 
“Congratulations, Simone! You 
have been elected to represent 
the senior class of 2016 as the 
‘Least-Organized’ individual in the 
yearbook!”
 I stopped reading and figured 
there must have been a mistake. 
My school had around 3,600 stu-
dents, and I tried to keep as low of 
a profile as I could, which gener-
ally was pretty straightforward. 
At a school with a campus the 
size of a small college, I found 
it easy to exist as a lone wolf 
with minimal human interaction. 
So you can imagine the betrayal 
and confusion I felt when I first 
read this. But the note was indeed 
addressed to me, and it even had 
my ID number printed on the top. 
After accepting that I was not star-
ring in an episode of Punk’d and 
Ashton Kutcher was not lurking 
behind me, the real meaning of the 
note began to sink in: in my class 
of around 900 kids, I was voted—
by my fellow classmates—as the 
least organized individual. 
Not only was I shaken, but I 
was incredibly offended. What 
poor excuse for a human being in 
my senior class thought they knew 
me well enough to delegate the 
role of “Least-Organized” to me? 
While other senior superlatives 
ranged from “Future Astronaut” 
to “Prettiest Hair” (both of which 
I should have gotten, but that is 
for a different op-ed piece), I was 
stuck with “Least Organized.” Am 
I supposed to be proud of that 
title? When the yearbook commit-
tee threw in that category, effec-
tively saying, “f*** it,” did they 
expect the winner to celebrate 
their award with pomp and cir-
cumstance? That was not the 
case for me, and I was absolutely 
furious following my coronation. 
Sure, it was just a senior super-
lative and it did not define me, 
but to the inane masses of Cherry 
Creek High School, it would 
become my legacy. I would not be 
remembered for being president 
of Poetry Club, or the horn player 
in three pit orchestras, or even 
the part-time student who drank 
Diet Coke from a sippy cup at 7:10 
am. No, I would not be remem-
bered for any of those iconic and 
hallmark performances. The year-
book committee had branded 
me as the worst failure of over 
900 students. They ridiculed and 
defamed me in front of thousands 
of people who would read this 
yearbook for generations to come. 
People who reached their peak in 
high school will look back on their 
senior year in the yearbook when 
they are old and rotted. They will 
see my flawless frowning face 
with the words “Least Organized” 
pasted across my picture. They 
will mock me and reminisce about 
how goddamn fantastic their high 
school careers were, now a distant 
memory: a reverie faintly laced 
with cocaine and vodka. 
While I was upset by being 
called out and unnecessarily criti-
cized, the misrepresentation I 
had suffered was even more of a 
blow to my already pathetic levels 
of self-esteem. While I will not 
claim to be the Martha Stewart 
of academic accomplishment, I 
certainly did at least a decently 
mediocre job. I had a few folders 
and maybe a notebook with loose 
papers tucked in the cover. I even 
had a pencil case, and so what 
if it was only filled with colored 
pencils and crayons? At least I 
showed up to class with a writing 
utensil. Even more importantly, 
I kept my grades up in most of 
my classes, and even graduated 
with high honors! I had multiple 
works published in the school’s 
literary magazine, and my essays 
have been used in college coun-
seling courses, accomplishments 
that I consider to be a marker of 
success. If the student body really 
believed the slander that the year-
book has published against me, 
then at least I managed to main-
tain a relatively competitive level 
of intellectual achievement while 
being unorganized, and that is the 
true virtue of academia. 
In my humble opinion, as 
the eternally reigning “Least 
Organized” alumna of Cherry 
Creek High School, this stamp of 
dearth and inadequacy should be 
outlawed as an authentic manner 
of labelling students. Pitting kids 
against each other is the opposite 
of what a healthy school setting 
should encourage. Schools should 
be a place to foster growth and to 
learn the ways in which you work 
best. It is important to remind 
ourselves that we were all fragile 
high school students at one point, 
practically bursting at the seams 
with insecurities and self doubt. 
While it may seem harmless to 
label people in your high school 
with defamatory senior super-
latives, whether they be “Least 
Organized” or “Most Likely to 
Rob a Bank,” these superlatives 
are incredibly counterproduc-
tive to the enriching environment 
that schools should prioritize. 
The people of Cherry Creek High 
School need to mind their own 
business and let me live my life! 
What would happen if you 
took two men’s fashion trends, 
gave them to women and then 
laced them with the good old fash-
ioned patriarchy? Well, you would 
come out with high heels and tiny 
pockets. Yes, you heard that right. 
Let me spin you a tale of how 
practical items became impracti-
cal the moment they started mak-
ing them for women. Well, alright, 
so not always entirely practical 
until women started wearing 
them, but very close to that.
What do you think about 
when I say “high heels”? Maybe 
you think about catwalks, clubs 
or sexy women, though some 
might be thinking about a butch-
ery in Ancient Egypt. That’s right, 
that famed and fiendish fashion 
accessory may have been used by 
Egyptian butchers in the middle of 
the second millennium BC to keep 
their feet from getting all bloody 
and gross. It wasn’t until perhaps 
(as the whole history is rather 
fuzzy) the European Renaissance 
that the cursed shoe became a full 
blown fashion statement, only this 
time it was worn by both males 
and females as a status symbol. 
Presumably, the aristocracy did 
not really need the mobility. In 
more modern eras, the use of 
heels for men died and became 
a full blown female trend getting 
higher and higher and thinner and 
thinner. Ancient heels can hardly 
compare to the 8-inch weapons 
some women have in their closets. 
The main problem with heels is 
that standing in them for more 
than two hours (sometimes only 
one hour or even thirty minutes) 
causes extreme pain to your poor 
foot and most likely blisters to 
boot. Recent studies also suggest 
that frequent wear weakens cer-
tain muscles and cause walking 
on flat feet to be painful. Though 
we’d like to believe we are beyond 
the primitive toxic ways of beauty 
(things like arsenic in dress dyes 
and lead in face powders) how can 
we think of high heels as any dif-
ferent? And while you may think 
that it’s a choice, I can assure 
you there is nothing more pres-
sure filled than wearing flats to 
a very fancy event. Sure, you can, 
but it is often seen as about the 
same as wearing a flannel shirt to 
the Oscars. In other words, some-
times the unspoken requirement 
is more powerful than any written 
rule.
Speaking of unwritten rules, 
when was one developed that said 
that women’s pockets must be 
miniscule? Did I miss the memo? 
Yes, this is a famed issue among 
the female community, but let 
me spell out a disgusting history 
for you. In the eighteenth cen-
tury, pockets for women were 
just pouches that they sewed into 
the under lining of their dress. 
They were for “private matters.” 
It wasn’t until the 1700s rolled 
around that elaborately embroi-
dered pouches became all the rage 
until the Victorian era brought 
us our first purses. Grecian fash-
ion was hot and pockets would 
have “ruined” those sleek column 
dresses. Our history of women’s 
pockets picks back up in the 1930s 
when women were helping with 
the war effort and started wearing 
men’s pants to better withstand 
the work. These pants, obviously, 
possessed large pockets. But lo, 
how the good do fall. When man-
ufacturers began to make pants 
for women they decided that they 
were aiming for a “slim” look and 
practicality died when the place to 
put your phone was downgraded 
to a tiny hole in your pants. Once 
again, fashion made things incon-
venient for women just for the 
sake of aesthetics. 
The problematic trend in all 
this is what I really aim to illus-
trate. In both of these instances 
the thing itself was practical or 
at least significant until it was 
made “for” women. What we have 
clearly illustrated is the thought 
that women will choose style over 
practicality and therefore the 
focus should always be on style. 
But the flawed reasoning there is 
the lack of choice. These “styles” 
limit our mobility and ability to 
function as regular human beings. 
But what is style when it comes 
to women’s clothes? Why do we 
want to eliminate our pockets to 
look skinnier and wear high heels 
to make our butts look good? 
Really the only common denomi-
nator there is sex appeal and the 
only common denominator (in 
our heteronormative society) is 
men. I know, real original for a 
feminist piece on clothing to end 
at the patriarchy, it’s been done, I 
know. But regardless of whether 
you believe the overwhelming evi-
dence of female oppression in so 
many spheres and in so many dif-
ferent ways, you must admit that 
when it comes to convenience, 
male clothing wins every time. In 
asking oneself why that is, how 
can we not question why our first 
assumption about women in mak-
ing these clothes would be that 
they do not need useful pieces 
other than a frivolous looking bag? 
These choices, however small, 
have real world impact. If we paid 
more attention to the little things, 
the small details that we so often 
fail to question, we might find 
ourselves seeing the big picture 
much clearer than we ever did 
before. Clothing is not always just 
a piece of fabric when you do not 
take anything for granted.








Letters to the Editor
Lawrence Compliant with New 
Title IX Guidance
In September 2017 the U.S. 
Department of Education (the 
Department) announced interim 
guidance pending new Title IX 
regulations it will issue in late 
2018 or early 2019. Lawrence’s 
current policies and procedures 
are compliant with this interim 
guidance and remain in effect.
The Department withdrew 
the prior administration’s 2011 
and 2014 guidance, which had 
directed institutions to strength-
en their policies and procedures 
to reduce student-on-student 
sexual harassment and sexual 
violence. Although guidance 
documents lack the force of law, 
they reflect an administration’s 
enforcement priorities, as evi-
denced by the dozens of insti-
tutions the Department investi-
gated between 2011 and 2016. 
Since 2011, more than 150 law-
suits have been filed against uni-
versities, most commonly claim-
ing bias against students accused 
of sexual misconduct and chal-
lenging the fairness of university 
disciplinary proceedings. 
The September 2017 guid-
ance and a recent phone briefing 
we attended with a Department 
official indicate increased atten-
tion to fairness and a less mechan-
ical approach to compliance. 
For example, the Department 
withdrew the 60-day deadline 
for universities to complete 
investigations, so long as good-
faith efforts are evident. In addi-
tion, the “Preponderance of the 
Evidence” standard is no longer 
required, allowing institutions to 
require “Clear and Convincing” 
evidence for a finding of sexual 
misconduct. No matter which 
standard universities choose, 
however, they must apply it 
consistently across all classes 
of student misconduct. Because 
Lawrence already apples the 
same Preponderance standard 
for all types of student miscon-
duct, no policy revision is need-
ed. For more information on the 




The rulemaking process is 
expected to take 12-18 months, 
resulting in final regulations that 
have the force of law. Lawrence 
officials will follow these devel-
opments, keep the campus 
community apprised and, with 
SHARE’s input, amend our poli-
cies and procedures as needed to 
remain compliant with Title IX.
—Title IX Coordinator Kim R. 
Jones and University Counsel 
Julia H. Messitte 
ESAs are not an Epidemic 
We believe that the article “ESA 
Epidemic” in the Nov. 3 issue of
The Lawrentian had some infor-
mation that could have been 
misleading to readers. Initially, 
the word “epidemic” poses some 
issues due to the negative con-
notation it carries. Emotional 
support animals (ESAs) provide 
crucial support for students who 
have them. We are fortunate 
that Lawrence recognizes the 
benefits that ESAs can provide 
and that students feel comfort-
able taking advantage of this 
resource. From our point of 
view, students with ESAs have 
done a great job of following the 
rules put in place by Lawrence 
when it comes to their animals. 
Fake service dog vests, while a 
national problem, are not a cur-
rent issue on campus. To clarify: 
many people who use fake ser-
vice dog vests put them on fam-
ily pets, not just ESAs. In addi-
tion, people use the vests are not 
always aware of the differences 
between their dog and a service 
dog. They may believe that the 
vest alone qualifies their dog as 
a service dog. While certainly 
harmful for working service 
dogs, it is important to under-
stand that this is not always a 
malicious act. Additionally, the 
rules in place are reinforced by 
the Lawrence administration, 
who handle any issues that 
might come up. This applies 
for all dogs on campus, includ-
ing our own service dogs. This 
is because the ESA and service 
dog programs were expanded at 
the same time. While ESAs (that 
are dogs) and service dogs are 
different, they can share a lot of 
the same skills and provide their 
handler with similar support, 
such as compression therapy. 
See page 12
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EDITORIAL 
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined 
by the editors. Any opinions 
that appear unsigned are 
those of the majority of The 
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.
Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. The editors 
reserve the right to edit for 
style and space. Letters must 
be emailed to: 
lawrentian@lawrence.edu. 
Submissions by email should 
be text attachments.
—All submissions to editorial 
pages must be turned in to 
The Lawrentian no later than 
5 p.m. on the Monday before 
publication.
—All submissions to the 
editorial pages must be ac-
companied by a phone number 
at which the author can be 
contacted.  Articles submitted 
without a contact number will 
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submis-
sions received after the above 
deadline 
—Letters to the editor will be 
edited for clarity, decency and 
grammar.
—Letters to the editor should 
not be more than 350 words.
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* FREE Delivery!
What do you think of Donald Trump’s first year?





“I think it’s been quite a rollercoaster. 
Everyone is in the mindset of ‘what’s 
next?’ and every New York Times 
notification feels like ‘what now?’”
—Saahil Cuccia
“I feel like he’s done nothing, 
honestly, just caused a lot of chaos. 
It’s just him talking and tweeting.”  
—Hillary Reyes
“I guess I can say ‘as expected.’ 
That’s it.”
—Alex Olswang
“Not impressed at all. I think he’s 
continually gotten rid of things that help 
people and only benefited those in the 
upper class.” 
—Harrison Barber
The only difference is 
that service dogs are 
required to be trained 
to assist someone with 
a specific task catered 
to their disability and 
pass a public access 
test, while ESAs can 
be trained as much or 
as little as the owner 
prefers. Having dogs 
on campus ourselves, 
we want to make sure 
that the community 
is informed about the 
positive impact of 
ESAs. We support 
those with ESAs and 
are happy about their 
presence on campus.
Sincerely,
Service Dog Trainers 
at LU: Madison Murray, 
Rachel Taber and 
Alexis Dalebroux 
Letters
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